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The concept of the Himalaya–Hind Mahasagar Rashtra Samuh (HHRS) represents a comprehensive

civilizational and geopolitical framework that situates Bharat at the centre of an organically

interconnected regional space extending from the Himalayan ranges to the vast expanse of the Indian

Ocean. Historically, Bharat functioned as a cultural, economic, and intellectual hub linking the

Himalayan hinterlands with the maritime world of the Hind Mahasagar, enabling sustained exchanges

of ideas, people, trade, and traditions across regions encompassing East Africa, the Arabian Peninsula,

Sri Lanka, and the Southeast Asian archipelago. Archaeological and historical evidence affirms that

these interactions were rooted in cooperation rather than conquest, underscoring Bharat’s role as a

civilizational facilitator and a source of cultural continuity across land and sea routes. Colonial

interventions fragmented this integrated space through artificial geopolitical constructs such as South

Asia and Southeast Asia, marginalising the broader Himalaya–Hind Mahasagar continuum; however,

the post-Cold War era has witnessed renewed scholarly and strategic engagement with this region

amid the growing importance of the Indian Ocean as a critical Sea Line of Communication (SLOC) for

global trade, energy flows, and economic stability. Contemporary geopolitical developments,

intensified strategic competition, non-traditional security threats, piracy, terrorism, and expanding

extra-regional engagements have further elevated the Indian Ocean Region’s significance, including

the renewed and evolving presence of Russia alongside other global powers seeking strategic access,

maritime influence, and security cooperation in the region. Within this context, Bharat’s foreign policy

anchored in peaceful coexistence, neighbourhood-first engagement, mutual growth, and the

civilizational ethos of Vishwa-Bandhutva seeks to promote.

Historical strategic connections between India and the Indian Ocean Region.

Cultural and historical ties between India and the Indian Ocean Region.

Economic cooperation and Indian leadership in the region.

Growing significance of the Indian Ocean Region in Indian foreign policy.

Economic and maritime trade relations and emerging challenges.

The changing geopolitical equations and potential conflicts of interest.

the historical and contemporary engagement of Russia in the Indian Ocean

Region.

Maritime security architecture of India and the areas of convergence in the

Maritime domain between Indian and the

Indian Ocean states’ policies.9. The issue of terrorism and counter-terrorism

efforts in the region.

Military and defence cooperation between India and Indian Ocean Region.

The social exchanges between India ans Indian Ocean Region countries regarding

education, tourism,

culture, language and services (Remittances).

The role of India in Indian Ocean regional cooperation and stability.

Key sub-themes of the Conference 
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Theme: Historical & Cultural Connectivity between Bharat and Indian Ocean
Region 

Significance of Growing Cooperation between Bharat and Indian Ocean Region

Theme: Common & Comprehensive Security Concerns of Indian 
Ocean Region

Theme: Economic Connectivity between Bharat and Indian Ocean Region

Theme: Bharat and Indian Ocean Region : Challenges and Remedies/Solutions

Theme: Bharat and Indian Ocean Region: Emerging Trends & Prospects  

Day 1: 6  February 2026, Friday th

Day 2: 7  February 2026, Saturday th

Inaugural Session (10:00 AM Onwards)

LUNCH (1:00 PM-2:00 PM)

First Academic Session (2:00 PM-3:30 PM)

Second Academic Session (3:45 PM-5:15 PM)

HIGH TEA & CULTURAL EVENING (5:15 PM ONWARDS)

Third Academic Session (10:00 AM-11:30 AM)

Fourth Academic Session (11:45 PM-1:15 PM) 

Fifth Academic Session (2:15 PM-3:45 PM)

LUNCH (1:15 PM-2:15 PM)

Brain Storming Session- Way Ahead  (3:45 PM-4:45 PM)
All delegates are invited to participate 

Valedictory Session (Diplomats' Session) 5:00 PM Onwards
Followed by High Tea


